Ultrasonic evaluation of graft anastomoses during coronary artery bypass grafting without cardiopulmonary bypass.
Performance of the graft-to-coronary anastomosis in coronary artery bypass grafting without cardiopulmonary bypass is more difficult than conventional coronary artery bypass grafting. We report a new method that uses high-frequency epicardial echocardiography to detect technical errors and inadequacies in graft anastomoses. This method improves the operative outcome and enables detection of septal perforator branches and deeply embedded coronary arteries during coronary artery bypass grafting without cardiopulmonary bypass.